Trade fair: Homes Abroad
Serious buyers flocked to the fair
The Homes Abroad (Bolig I Udlandet) fair in Denmark was held at the Virum Hallerne venue last weekend. More than 1,500 curious and serious fair visitors flocked to find out more about the fair’s excellent offers and take part in the fair’s many seminars. The interest in buying a holiday home abroad has not been this intense for over two years.
The 30 exhibitors at the recently held Homes Abroad fair at the Virum Hallerne on the 13 and 14 March were met by an overwhelming interest in buying a holiday home abroad. More than 1,500 serious and interested visitors attended the fair, deciding to make the most of the first truly spring-like weekend of the year to let themselves be inspired to purchase a holiday home under more exotic skies.
The visitors had a clear vision of their dream holiday home and showed great interest in the fair's many seminars, which were all attended by an audience of between 50 and 125 people. Some 600 fair visitors attended the seminars and it is a long time since event manager Ole Bolvig Hansen has experienced such a great interest for the fair and particularly such an overwhelming interest in the seminars.
Single-minded visitors
“Obviously, we were hoping that the interest in holiday homes abroad would start to increase again soon. But the huge influx at last weekend’s fair was a very pleasant surprise. It’s been more than three years since we’ve seen this kind of interest in our seminars,” Ole Bolvig Hansen points out and notes that a record-breaking audience of 125 people attended Sunday’s seminar on buying a home in Spain.
Bjarne Christiansen from TM Danmark, who held this seminar, readily admits that he was surprised by the huge interest the fair visitors showed in the seminar.
“Interest in the Spanish market has increased hugely in just the last six months. This is probably due to a combination of Spanish price levels slowly beginning to rise again and positive signals from the financial markets. This is helping to get the clients’ general willingness to purchase back on track,” maintains Bjarne Christiansen, who found that many potential buyers clearly felt that the time was now right to make their dream of a holiday home abroad a reality.
Important for the sector
“Holding the Homes Abroad fair is particularly important for our sector because it gives our clients the chance to meet us face-to-face and ask a lot of questions. The fair is an important window on the outside world and also the sector’s most serious specialty fair, which is worth supporting,” points out Bjarne Christiansen from TM Danmark, who can always be found among the exhibitors at the Homes Abroad fair.
Event manager Ole Bolvig Hansen makes no attempt to conceal his delight that the weekend’s fair left a clear impression that buyers are serious about returning to the homes abroad market.
“The French market has been quite sluggish owing to the ending of a double taxation agreement but is now regaining its former strength. The interest in Thailand was twice what we saw at the fairs held last year. And the Spanish market is almost back to its usual strong position, as it’s a traditional market for Danish buyers looking for a new foreign holiday home,” concludes Ole Bolvig Hansen.
The next Homes Abroad fair will be held on the 25 and 26 September 2010 at the Fredericia Exhibition Centre.
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